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In California, individuals age 60 or over were responsible for the lowest percentage 

of all felony arrests of all age groups in 2012, with the exception of children under the 

age of 10. Individuals age 60 or over were responsible for 1.9% of all felony arrests.  

 

 

The same is true for felony arrests for violent offenses. Californians age 60 or over 
were also responsible for 1.9% of all felony arrests for violent offenses.  

 

2012 California Felony Arrests by Agei- Violent Offenses 

  
Under 

10 10-19 20-29 30-39 40-49ii 50-59ii 60-69ii 70+ Total 

Number 13 16,993 38,537 24,969 16,616 7,995 1,632 414 107,169 

% of Total 0.01% 15.86% 35.96% 23.30% 15.50% 7.46% 1.52% 0.39% 100.00% 
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2012 California Felony Arrests by Agei - All Felony Offenses 

  
Under 

10 10-19 20-29 30-39 40-49ii 50-59ii 60-69ii 70+ Total 

Number 79 67,459 151,827 100,480 68,542 32,980 7,454 986 429,807 

% of Total 0.02% 15.70% 35.32% 23.38% 15.95% 7.67% 1.73% 0.23% 100.00% 
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Californians age 60 or over represent 15.5% of the total California population (8.0% 
are age 60-69 and 7.5% are age 70 or older) and they represent 1.9% of the total 
number of arrests for violent offenses (1.5% and 0.4% respectively). In contrast, 
Californians between the ages of 20 and 29 represent 14.0% of the population and 
36.0% of the arrests for violent offenses. 

 

In 2012, CDCR received a total of 33,990 inmates as new felon admissions (including 

parole violators returning with a new term). Inmates age 60 or older represented 1.8% 

of all new admissions (1.6% were inmates between the ages of 60 and 69 and 0.2% were 

age 70 or older). 
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Percentage of California Violent Offense Arrestsi by Age Group 
Compared to Percentage of California Population by Age Groupiii 

% of violent offense arrests by age group % of CA population by age group
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In 2012, CDCR received a total of 7,710 parole violators returning to prison with a 

new term. Parolees age 60 or over represented 1.1% of parole violators returning with a 

new term (1.0% were inmates between the ages of 60 and 69 and 0.1% were age 70 or 

older). 

 

                                                           
i
 Source: "Crime in California 2012" Kamala D. Harris, Attorney General, California Department of Justice, Table 33. 
 
ii
 Because “Crime in California 2012” combines ages 40-69, statistical trends from "Arrest in the United States, 1990-2010" 

U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, Bureau of Justice Statistics were used throughout this report to 
estimate the breakdown of California data into uniform age groups (40-49, 50-59, 60-69). 
 
iii 

Source: “Age Groups and Sex: 2010,” U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Census, Summary File 1, Tables P12, P13, and PCT12.  
 
iv 

Source: “Characteristics of Felon New Admissions and Parole Violators Returned with a New Term, Calendar Year 2012” 
Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation Offender Information Services Branch, Estimates and Statistical Analysis 
Section, Data Analysis Unit, February 2013, Table 3. 
 
v 

Source: “Characteristics of Felon New Admissions and Parole Violators Returned with a New Term, Calendar Year 2012” 
Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation Offender Information Services Branch, Estimates and Statistical Analysis 
Section, Data Analysis Unit, February 2013, Table 13. 
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